Before the | Q_Qy—é—gf/—
Administrative Hearing Commission |
State of Missouri | 2“@ S 1

RECEIVED
JUN 10 2005
MO. ATTORNEY GENERAL

" STATE COMMITTEE OF PSYCHOLOGISTS,

)
)
Petitioner, )
- )
vs. ) No. 05-0890 PS
: )
DEANNA PLEDGE, )
)
Respondent. )

CONSENT ORDER
The licensing authority filed a complaint. Section 621.045, RSMo 2000, gives us jurisdiction.

On June 7, 2005, the parties filed a “Joint Motion for Consent Order, Joint Stipulation of Facts,
Waiver of Hearings Before the Administrative Hearing Commission and State Committee of
Psychologists, and Consent Order With Joint Proposed Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law.” Our
review of the document shows that the parties have stipulated to certain facts and waived their right to a
hearing before us. Because the parties have agreed to these facts, we incorporate them into this order and
adopt them as stipulated. Buckner v. Buckner, 912 S.W. 2d 65, 70 (Mo. App., W.D. 1995). We
conclude that the licensee is subject to discipline under § 337.035.2(5), (13) and (15), RSMo 2000. We
incorporate the parties’ proposed findings of fact and conclusions of law into this Consent Order. We
certify the record to the licensing agency under § 621.110, RSMo 2000. !

‘The only issue before this Commission is whether the stipulated conduct constitutes cause to
discipline the license. The appropriate disciplinary action is not within our power to decide; that is
subject to the licensing authority’s decision or the parties” agreement. Section 621.110, RSMo 2000.

No statute authorizes us to determine whether the agency has complied with the provisions of
section 621.045.3. RSMo 2000. We have no power to superintend agency compliance with statutor;'/
‘procedures. Missouri Health Facilities Review Comm. v. Administrative Hearing Comm’n, 700 S{i.W.
2d 445, 450 (Mo. banc 1985). Therefore, we do not determine whether the agency complied with such
procedures. - o

SO ORDERED on June 9, 2005. .
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KAREN A. WINN
Commissioner




 BEFORETHE
ADMINISTRATIVE HEARING COMMISSION

STATE OF MISSOURI
' STATE COMMITTEE OF PSYCHOLOGISTS )
3605 Missouri Boulevard )
P.Q.Box 1367 )
~ Jefferson City, MO 65102 )
, | )
Petitioner, )

, S ) No.

v. ‘ _ )

| )
o DEANNA PLEDGE )
2804 Forum Boulevard, Suite 4 )
Columbia, MO 65203 )
)
Respondent. )

JOINT MOTION FOR CONSENT ORDER. JOINT STIPULATION OF FACTS,
WAIVER OF HEARINGS BEFORE THE ADMINISTRATIVE HEARING
COMMISSION AND STATE COMMITTEE OF PSYCHOLOGISTS, AND
CONSENT ORDER WITH JOINT PROPOSED FINDINGS OF FACT AND
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

_Pu,x;suant to the rules governing practice and procedure be’fdre tﬁe ‘AdministIativ_e
Hearing Commiésion._(l C.S.R. § 15-2.450(1)) and pursuant to. the terms of § 536.060,
 RSMo, as made applicable to the Administrative Hearing Commission by § 621.135, RSMo,
.. the parties v..vaive_ the right to a hearing of the above-styled Case before the Administrative
Hearing Commission of the state of »Missouri and, additionally; the right to-a disciplinary
hearing before-the State Committee for Psychologists under § 621.110; RSMo, and jointly
-stipulate 'to the facts and consent to the imposition of disciplinary a.ction against

Respondent’s psychologist license for violation of the statutes set forth below.



Respondent .acknowledges that she has received a cépy of the Compiaint to be filed
by the State Committee for Psychologists with the Administrative Hearing CommiSSion a;’1d
the parties submit to the jurisdiction of theAA_dminisU‘ative Hearing Commission.

: Rcspondent acknoWledges that“‘“she is aware of the various rights and privileges
aﬁ‘drded:hgr' by law, including the right to appear and be represented byr counéel; .t_he right to
| _ _haVe a copy of the Complaint to be ﬁied against her prior to the Administrative He@g
Commission entering its order; the right to have all charges-.agajnst her proven upon fhe
record by competent and substantial evidence; the'right.ito Cross-examine any wimésées
appean'ng at the hearing agamst ‘her; the right to present evidence on her own behalf at the
Ahearing; the right to a decisioﬂ- lipon fhe record of the hearing by a fair and 1mparpa1

administrative hearing cbmmissioner concerning the complaint pending -againsf her; and the

right to a ruling on questions of law by an administrative hearing commission. Being aware

of these rights provided her bv operation of law. Respondent Deanna Pledge knowingly

-and voluntarily waives each and every.one of these rights and freely enters into this

- Joint Stipulation of Facts, Waiver of Hearings Before the Administrative Hearing

Commission and State Committee for Psychologists. and Consent Order with Joint

Proposed Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law and agrees to abide by the terms of
this document as they pertain to Respondent. - | "
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Based upon the foregoing, Petitioner and Respopdent jointly stipulate to the fo]lowmg
“and request that the Ademstratlve Hearing Comzmssmn adopt as its own the J oint
i Stipulation of Facts, Waiver ofHearings Before the Administrative Hearing Commission and
State Cemmittee for»Psychologists, and Consent Order with Joint Proposed Findings of Fact
'apd Conclusions of Lew as-the'Admini‘sn'atiVe Hearing’Commission’s Findings of Fact and
Conclusion_e of Law:
Joint Stipulation of Facts
1. Petmoner the State Committee of Psycholog:sts (“Committee™), is an agency
of the state of Missouri created and estabhshed by § 337. 050 RSMo 2000, for the purpose
of admx'm'stering and enforci;ig the “provisions of Chapter 337, RSMo, relating to
psycﬁologists. ' |
2. Respondent, Deanna Pledge (“Pledge™), is licensed by the Committee asa
* psychologist, license No. PY01868.
3. | Pledge’s license is, and wae at all times relevant herein, cdrrent and acﬁve‘.
4, At all times relevant berein, Pledge was employed as a psychologlst at the
Center for Family and Ind1v1dua1 Counselmg located at 2804 Forum Boulevard, Columbxa
Missouri 65203.
5. During the period beginning on or about January 30, 2003 to September

8, 2003, Pledge provided psychological services to a client, “L.B.”



6. - Atthe commencement of the psychological services, L.B. was fifteen years of

age. |

7. On or about March 6, 2003 L.B. disclosed- to Plédge that she had been raped
by a friend’s father Whﬂe staﬁﬁg ovemigi_xt when L.B. was 13 years old. |
| 8. LB.’s fape occurred in fhe state of Michigan‘ where L.B. residing at the time.
9. Pledge did not file a f_e_port or cause a Teport to beAmade to the Missouri
_ Division of Family Services regarding the rape of L.B.

10. Pledge failed to report L.B.’s rape to the appropriate child protecﬁon a_genéy
in Michigan, | | | |

11.. Pledge’s conduct alleged herein violated 4 C.SR. 235-5.030(7)(C) of the
“Ethical Rules of Coriduct ” which states in relevant part:

'5. The psychologlst shall be familiar with any relevant
law concerning the reporting of abuse of children and vulnerable
~ adults, and shall comply with the law.

12." Pledge’s alleged conduct violated Section 210.115.1 and .7, RSMo 2000, which

* state in relevant part:

1. When any...mental health professional...has reasonable
‘cause to suspect that a child has been or may be subjected to
abuse or neglect...that person shall immediately report or cause
a report to be made to the division in accordance with the
provisions of section 210.109 to 210.138.

7. If an individual.. has reason to believe that the victim-
, of such abuse or neglect is a resident of another state or was

4



_ injured as-a result of an act which occurred in another state, the
person required to report such abuse or neglect may, in lieu of
reporting to the Missouri division of family services, make such
ateport to the child protection agency of the other state with the
authority to receive such reports pursuant to the laws of such .
other state. If such agency accepts the report, no report is
required to be made, but may be made, to the Missouri division
of family services.

13. - Cause exists to dxsmphne Respondent’s psychologist license pursuant to -
§337 035. 2(5) (13) and (15) RSMo 2000, which states in relevant part |

2. The committee may cause a complaint to be filed
with the administrative hearing commission as provided by
chapter 621, RSMo, against any holder of any certificate of

 registration or authority, permit or license required by this
chapter or any person who has failed to remew or has
surrendered the person’s certificate of registration or authority,
-permit or license for any one or any combination of the -
following causes:

(5) Incompetency, misconduct, gross negligence,

fraud, misrepresentation or dishonesty in the

performance of the functions or duties of any profession
- licensed or regulated by this chapter; |

( 13) Violation of any professional trust or confidence;

(15) Being guilty of unethical conduct as defined in
“Ethical Rules of Conduct” as adopted by the committee
and ﬁled with the secretary of state.



Joint Agreed Disciplinary Order

Based upon the foregoing, the parties mutually agree and stipulate that the following

shall constitute the disciph'naxy order entered by the Committee in this matter under the

authority of § 621.045.3, RSMo 2000.

1.

Licensee’s license as a psychologist, License No. PY01868, 1s immediately

placed on PROBATION for a period of one (1) year or until completion of the following

- terms and conditions:

‘1 REQUIREMENTS REGARDING CONTINUING EDUCATION

A

Licensee must complete aprofessional education course on the topic of et]:}jcs
approved by the State Committee of Psychologists. Such course must be takeﬁ
in a department of psychblogy from a program accredited by the American
Psychological Association (“APA”) for graduate credit of no less than three
(3) semester hours. The Licensee must obtain a grade of B or higherinv;th'e

course. Reading courses, correspondence courses or independent study

courses are unacceptable. Such courses mustbe completed within one (1) year - -

1

of the effective date of this Settiement Agreement.
Licensee must inform Licensee’s employers, and all hospitals, institutions, and

managed health care organizations with which licensee is affiliated, that

- Licensee’s work as a professional psychologist is under probation by the State

Committee of Psychologists. Licensee must obtain written verification that
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each patient/client that Licensee treats, evaluates, or consults has been so -

informed.

II. GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

A.

Licensee may not serve as a supervisor for any psychological trainee,

psychological intern, psychological resident, psychological assistant, or any

person undergoing supervision during the course of obtaining licensure as a
psychologist, professional cbuns'élor, or social worker..

Licensee inust keep the State Committee of Psychologists apprised at all times, .
in writing, of Licensee’s current home and work addresses and telephone
numbers.

Licensee is required to pay to the State Committee of Psychologists, in a timely

fashion, all requisite fees required by law torenew and keep current Licensee’s

psychology license in Missouri.

Licensee is required to comply with all provisions of Chapter 337, RSMo, the

| fules ‘and regulations duly proinulgated- by the State Committee of

Psychologists and state and federal criminal laws.

Licensee must provide a report of Licensee’s compliance with this agreement.

At Licensee’s expense, Licensee must agree to meet with the State Committee

‘of Psychologists at reasonable intervals designated by the Committee.



2. The parties to this Joint Stipulation understand that the Committee will
maintain this Joint Stipulation as an open and public record of the Committee as provided
in Chapters 337, 610, and 620, RSMo.

3. Failure to comply with any of the terms of this Joint Stipulation shall be \
deemed a violaﬁon of the Joint Stipulation and shall be canse for further discipline.

4. Upon the Commitfee’s determination that Licensee has failed to comply with
the terms of thls Joint Stipulation, it may revokg Licensee’s li;ense or may take such other
or additional action against Licensce’s license as it deems appropriate. No order shall be
entered by the Committee pﬁrsuant to this paragraph without notice and an opportunity for
hearing before the Committée in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 536. RSMo. |

5. Uponthe ﬁuccess_ful éompletion of thé disciplinary period, Licensee’s Missouri
psycholbgisf license shall be fully restored if all other requirements of the law have been
satisfied.

6. Ifthe Committee determines that Liceﬁsee has violated a term or coﬁ@@ﬁqn: of -
this Joint Stipulation, whjéh violation would also.be actionable in a proce_eding before thé
Administrative Hearing Commission or the circuit court, the Committee may eleét to pursue
any lawful remedies or procedures afforded it and is not bouﬁd by this Joint Stipulation in
its _detérmination of appropriate 1ega1 actions- c‘once.ming’that violaﬁon. .If any alleged
vioiation of this Joint Sﬁpulaﬁon occl:urs during the disciplinary ,périod, the Committee may

.chobse to conduct a hearing before it either during the disciplinary period or as soon



: theréaﬁ:er asa heaﬁng:can be held to determix_le whether a violation has occur;ed and, if so,'
may impose ﬁlrthér discipline. The Committee retains jurisdiction to hold a hearing to
determine if a violation of this J oint Stipulation has occurred.

7 The terms of this Joint Stipulation are contractual, legally enforceablé, and
binding, not merely recital. Except as othervﬁsé contained herein, neithcr this Joint
Stipulation nor any of its provisions may be changed, waived, 'discharged, or termjnate&
except by a written instrument signed by the party against whom enforcement of the change, '
waiver, discharge, or termination is soughf.-

8. Licensee héreby waives énd releases the Committee, its members, and any of
its emplbyees, ageﬁts, or attdmeys, including any former Committee members, enipléyees,

| agents, and attorneys, of, or from, any liability, claim, actions, causés ofaction, fees cosfs and
expenses, and compensation, includjng,-but pot limited to ény claims for attorneys fees and
exi)enses, mcluding any claimé pursuant to § 536.087, RSMo, or any claim arising under 42
USC § 1983, which may be-based upon, arise out of, or relate to any of the iﬁétters raised in
this Joint Stipulation, or from the negotiation or exeéution of this Joint Stipulation. The

parties acknow ledge that this paragraph is severable from the remaining portions of this Joint |
Stipﬁiation in that it> survives in perpetuity even in the event that any court of law deems it
or any portion theréof void or unenforceable.
B In consideration of the foregoing, the parties consent to the eﬁhy of record an

approval of this Joint Motion for Consent Order, Joint Stipulation of Facts, Waiver of



" Hearings Before the Administrative Hearing Commission and State Committee for
Psychologists, and Consent Order with Joint Proposed Findings of Fact-and Conclusions of
Law and to the termination of any further proceedings before the Administrative Hean'hg

| Comim'ssipn based upon the Complaint filed by the Committee in the above-styled action.

LICENSEE STATE COMMITTEE =~ .
@CW %,e, Tasla W
Deanna Pledge ' - Pam Groose

Executive Director -
State Committee of Psychologists

S206-ms~ o b~ b~2005

Date : S Date

" JEREMIAH W. (JAY) NIXON

. Attorney General -
ik O~ we gl
 “ Hhup Ford | ' Stacy E. Yeung/
- Ford, Parshall & Baker, LLC : - Assistant Attorney General

Missouri Bar No. 56354

7th Floor, Broadway Office Building
221 West High Street '
P.O. Box 899
- Jefferson City, MO 65102
Telephone: 573-751-5064
Telefax: 573-751-5660

Attorney for Respondent Attorneys for Petitioner
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